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Comberton Rogation Walks – Longer 
This walk is of 3.6 miles in a western loop and through the village, with 
opportunity to cut short at halfway. 

Start of Walk, Joshua Mann’s Grave, and Vicarages 
From St Mary’s Church, head west, and look for a box tomb between the 
tower and the car park (1). Poor Joshua Mann! As it says on his tomb, in 
1809 he died at midnight on his birthday jumping the St Ives tollgate! 
Perhaps drink and/or betting was involved? 

Cross the car park into Church Lane – the houses to your left were 
vicarages at various times. The thatched house is the oldest building in 
Comberton. The larger Victorian house nearer Royston Lane was the 
vicarage until the late 20th century. 

  
(1) Joshua Mann (2) Lot Way 

Lot Way 
Turn right down Church Lane, and right at the end (on the grass verge). 
Soon, cross the road (carefully!) and take the footpath signed towards 
Toft. You are now on the Lot Way (2) - a pre-Roman trade route running 
east/west, on high ground skirting the then waterlogged Fens. The 
churches of Barton, Comberton, Toft, Caldecote and Bourn are in a 
straight line along this ancient track: 
https://pghardy.net/comberton/lotway/. 

Continue west to the high point. Look right (Fig 3) across the Tit Brook 
(small stream) to see the Comberton estates built in the 1960s/70s of 
Kentings, Westlands and Barrons Way, plus the Village College. 
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(3) Comberton from South (4) Bourn Valley 

Bourn Valley and Parish Boundaries 
Look left to the south (4) - this is the valley of the Bourn Brook, whose 
river bed separates Comberton from the Eversdens. Further left are the 
radio telescopes of the Mullard lab at Lord’s Bridge. The white dish is 
MERLIN, which acts as a second eye to Jodrell Bank in Cheshire. 

  
(5) Parish/Hundred Boundary (6) Lynchet 

Continue to a hedge on your left with a grass track south. This (5) is a 
remnant of the parish boundary between Comberton and Toft. In earlier 
times, villages had a tradition of ‘Beating the Bounds’, and this track 
would have been used. It’s been here for over a thousand years, as it also 
separates the ‘hundred’ of Wetherley (eleven parishes including 
Comberton) and that of Longstowe – see https://www.british-
history.ac.uk/vch/cambs/vol5/pp137-139. However, it is not now a 
right of way, so continue forward on the Lot Way. 

Lynchet from Ploughing 

The difference in the levels of the fields to the right and left of the Lot 
Way is known as a lynchet (Fig 6), produced by the soil being turned by 
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the plough in the same direction for successive years. It’s evidence that 
this track has been here for many centuries – see 
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Lynchet 

New Footpath and Greenwich Meridian 
When you come to the Meridian Golf course, turn right along a new 
public right of way established by Toft Parish (7). Comberton is short of 
footpaths compared with neighbouring parishes – maybe we should 
establish some new ones? Running parallel and slightly to the west of 
this path is the Greenwich Meridian, dividing the Earth’s eastern and 
western hemispheres. See  http://www.thegreenwichmeridian.org/  

Comberton Village College 
When you meet the road, cross it (carefully!) and take the footpath east 
back into Comberton. The Village Colleges around Cambridge were the 
brainchild of Henry Morris between 1922 and 1954. They were 
established to provide both education and community services – his 
motto was “Education from the cradle to the grave”. Comberton VC to 
your right (8) was founded in 1960, and is in Toft, not Comberton! 
https://cambsvc.org.uk. 

The Birdlings 
On your left is our newest housing estate (9). The name has the same 
root as Comberton’s Birdlines Manor Farm (owned at one time by the 
Burdeley family). As significant changes from the past, all houses on the 
estate have optic fibre broadband not copper telephone wires (look for 
“OFNL”, not “BT” on the manhole covers). There also are efficient air-
source heat pumps, rather than oil boilers. 

Parish Boundary Ditch and Kentings/Westlands 
Just past the Village College, turn right along a path with a ditch to the 
side (10). You are now again in Comberton parish. This is one of the few 
parts of Comberton’s parish boundary that can be accessed by footpath 
and thus “beaten”.  Continue into Kentings, and follow the road east. It 
quietly becomes Westlands (confusingly), and at the next junction 
continue forward on a path. Turn left on another path, then right onto 
Westlands again, joining Barrons Way to exit onto the main road (West 
Street). Turn right towards the centre of the village. 
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Tailor’s Arms 
On your right you pass a house set back which was once the Tailor’s 
Arms public house (11), now a private dwelling. In the 18th century, 
Comberton was recorded as having fourteen public houses! 

  
(11) Tailor’s Arms in 1930s (12) Pond and Nursery School 

Village Pond, Sign, and School 
The Village Pond (12) has been there for centuries, and the water level 
varies with the underlying ground water table. Global warming is not 
good for it! Comberton is built on a mix of gravel and clay left by the 
glaciers in the Ice Ages.  

The village sign shows a windmill, and the giving of herrings to the poor 
in Lent.  What is now the Nursery School was the only school until the 
1960s. Under its playground lies a medieval maze or labyrinth 
(16),which was on the village green until the 1930s. 

Turn left up Green End. Brown’s Garage on your left was originally a 
brewery. Adjacent is the site of the Grapevine pub, which briefly in the 
1960s was known for its topless Gogo dancers! 

Old and New Village Halls 
The wooden building on your right is the original Village Institute from 
1921 - originally a military hospital building in Cherry Hinton during the 
First World War. After the war, it was bought for the village and 
transported to Comberton. Behind it is the current Village Hall (13) built 
in 2006 http://www.combertonvillagehall.org/about.html 
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Recreation Ground and Jubilee Wood 
Go up Green End, noting that the old buildings are set back from the 
road, as originally this was a wide green area (14). Turn right along a 
permissive footpath to reach the extension to the recreation ground. 
Cross it, to reach the new wood (15), which was planted in 2012 to 
commemorate the Queen’s Diamond Jubilee.  

Replica maze, Entente Tree and Sensory Garden 
Exit the recreation ground towards Meridian School. On your right in 
the school field is a replica (16) of the village maze, created in 2008. 

 Crossing a small stream that later joins Tit Brook, go forward to the 
intersection of Hillfield Road and Harbour Avenue. Here are the 
Entente Cordial tree commemorating Comberton’s twinning with Le 
Vaudreuil, the Millennium Oak, a miniature version of the maze, and a 
sensory garden for vision-impaired folk (17). 

  
(16) Original Maze in 1930s (22) The Causeway 

Footpath to Swaynes Lane 
Head down Harbour Avenue and right past Woottens Close to reach a 
footpath on the left (18). This was described in medieval times as being 
wide enough for two milkmaids to pass with their yokes and pails! 

Swaynes Lane 
Exit to Swaynes Lane – possibly Swine’s Lane (as in pigs), or maybe 
Swain’s Lane (Lover’s Lane). Ordnance Survey mis-transcribed Swaynes 
as Waynes, so early SatNav users thought of John Wayne for addresses 
down this street! Turn right and pass several old buildings (19), and an 
interesting set of photos of local wildlife, to reach the Three Horseshoes 
pub (20) on South Street – the last remaining pub in the village. 
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South Street and The Causeway 
Turn left, and pass the allotments (21) on the left and Birdlines Manor 
on the right to reach Tit Brook. Cross it to take The Causeway (22) 
towards the Church. This cobbled path from the pond to St Mary’s 
Church probably dates back a thousand years. The north sections have 
been tarmacked over, but this section from South St is still exposed. 

  
(23) Waterloo Grave (24) St Mary’s Church 

Graveyard, Waterloo Gravestone, and Church. 
As you enter the churchyard from the top of the Causeway ahead of you 
is the grave (23) of Thomas Chapman, who was a drummer at the Battle 
of Waterloo against Napoleon in 1815. He died as a Chelsea Pensioner. 

Take the opportunity to walk round the edge of the graveyards, which 
have recently been planned into different environmental compartments 
to encourage diversity and wildlife (24). Appreciate the view of the 
church in its surroundings – why not join Friends of St Mary’s to ensure 
it survives? See http://www.friends-of-st-marys.org.uk/.  

Note that there is also a Comberton Rogation Short Walk of 2.4 miles, 
which heads East and visits more points of interest within the village. 

[Paul Hardy and Brian McCabe, 3 May 2022]  

Note: The authors live in the village, walked this route in March 2022 and provide this 
description as a best-efforts contribution to the community. We cannot accept 
responsibility for any inaccuracies. Please notify any such to paul@paulhardy.net. 
When following it you are entirely responsible for your own safety and that of any 
accompanying children and/or pets. Always exercise common sense, judgement and 
caution. 

 


